
  

  

April 2021 



2 

2 

 

 

 
 

Who’s Who within the Benefice: 

Vicar: Rev’d Liz Dudley 01373 473249 
 

Christ Church   St Mary’s 

Church Wardens 

George Stephenson 01373 462715 Diane Ellis     01373 451696 

Alan Burgess        07792 845638  Alex Waterhouse    07720 261235 

PCC Treasurer 

Richard Pinnock 07946 614464 Brian Harris     01373 451009   

PCC Secretary Jane Mitchell 01373 467804  07407 107423  

Parish Administrator—tba   

Hall Bookings 

John Grylls 07551 189054 Pauline Burgess 01373 463069  

Safeguarding Officer 

Dr Sarah Eyles 01373 228314  Laura Waterhouse   07564 958879  

Deanery Synod Representatives  

Dr Sarah Eyles 01373 228314 Len Taylor  01373 300829 

Ann Burgess 01373 472270 Pauline Burgess 01373 463069 

Director of Music    

Ann Burgess 01373 472270   

Magazine Editorial Team 

Caroline Thornycroft; Viv Meadows; Jane Mitchell; Maggie Read;  
Richard Pinnock; Rev’d Liz Dudley      

Frome Town Ministry 

Rev’d Caroline Walker, Hardington Vale; Rev’d Colin Alsbury, St John’s                   

www.christchurch-stmarys-frome.co.uk    

admin@christchurch-stmarys-frome.co.uk 
 

[Front cover: daffodils at Stourhead, with thanks to Jane Bruges] 



3 

3 

Contents 
Diocese bids a fond farewell to Bishop Peter ......................... 4/5/6 
Churches Together in Somerset; Diocesan Healing Group ............ 6 

Fighting the pandemic of shame; Walking and talking .............. 8/9 
Bringing Bible stores to life—Rupert Kaye ........................... 10/11 

Favourite hymns—The Day Thou Gavest, Lord .......................... 12 
Supper at Emmaus—Caravaggio ............................................. 13 
Prayer Diary .................................................................... 14/15 
Biblical references for Easter .................................................. 16 
Saint Augustine of Hippo—Elizabeth John ................................ 17 
Puzzles Crossword ................................................................ 18 

Puzzles Wordsearch ............................................................... 19 
Forthcoming features ............................................................ 20 
Marcus Aurelius, Wordsearch solutions  ................................... 21 

Bible readings ............................................................. 22/23/24 
PCCs celebrate first centenary ................................................ 25 
Plants please—Verge Volunteers and hyacinth mania ................. 26 
Jane’s recipes ....................................................................... 27 
Bookshelf—Squeaking Cleopatras and choir schools .................. 28 
Crossword solutions/IT help at hand ....................................... 29 

 

Church communications 
 

May feature: sharing wedding memories! 
We look forward to family celebrations and reunions bringing 

people together again in our lovely churches once our doors 

open. In the May feature we congratulate eight couples in the 

benefice who celebrate decades together.  

 
 

If you would like to contribute to the costs of printing and postage for the benefice 

magazine, please consider paying £12 for an annual subscription of 12 issues. Until 

a benefice account has been opened, write ‘benefice magazine’ on the back of your 

cheque, or name a bank transfer ‘benefice’. 
 

Articles for the magazine and website, as well as suggestions, are welcome. We 

always try to include them: caroline.thornycroft@gmail.com      

     Please pray for Christ Church C of E First School and Nursery 

      Please remember the pupils, parents, staff and governors at Christ 

Church C of E First School and Nursery in your thoughts and 

prayers. Pray especially for John Price (Chair of Governors) and 

Rupert Kaye (Headteacher) as they lead the school. “Lord, protect 

and bless the children, parents and staff as they adjust to life after 

the COVID pandemic lockdown. We ask that they will be safe and 

will continue to learn, thrive and flourish and we remember, 

especially, those we have lost and remember with affection.” 
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The Bishop of Bath and Wells, the Rt Revd Peter Hancock, is to take 

early retirement on medical grounds as he continues his recovery from 

treatment for acute myeloid leukaemia. 

Bishop Peter, 65, has been bishop of the diocese for seven years, from 
2014. For four of those years, he was the Church of England’s lead 
bishop for safeguarding and represented the Church of England at the 
three hearings of the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby paid tribute to Bishop Peter, 
saying “his commitment to changing the culture and shining a light in 
dark places was an inspiration to us all”. 

Bishop Peter has been receiving treatment for leukaemia since last 
August. In a letter to the diocese he wrote that while he had been 

hoping to return to work before long, his hospital consultant has said he 
will need to spend many months recovering and will initially be unable to 
lead services in public, use public transport or go into indoor public 
spaces. He said: “So after much prayer and reflection, I believe this 

means that I need to take early retirement on medical grounds. 

“After seven years as Bishop of Bath and Wells I could not be more 
grateful for all the opportunities that I have had to serve the Diocese 
and during this time I have met so many inspiring, faithful, creative,  
and courageous people and visited so many wonderful places. I don’t  
yet know what lies ahead, but I am sure the Lord will continue to lead 
and guide me and provide opportunities for ministry and service in the 

future. I remain hopeful and confident in his future for me.” 

He added that he was aware what a challenging time it was for the 
Church of England, as churches had closed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. “I am very aware of the challenges we are all facing and the 
extra burdens and responsibilities that we are all carrying. I am, 
therefore, particularly grateful for all that you are doing to sustain and 

support the life of the diocese and especially for all that Bishop Ruth has 
been doing as Acting Diocesan Bishop. The diocese is clearly in good 
hands and good heart, and my prayers and thanks are very much with 
you all. 

“In the midst of all that is happening in the world today let us not lose 

sight of God’s gracious, loving care for us all.” 

Archbishop Justin said: “I would like to thank Peter for more than 40 
years of dedicated ministry in the Church. Anyone who has worked with 
him or spent time with him will know the deep authenticity of his 
personal faith and pastoral concern. I have got to know Peter well during 
his nearly four years as lead safeguarding bishop, where his 

The Diocese bids a fond farewell to Bishop Peter  
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commitment to changing the culture and shining a light in dark places 
was an inspiration to us all. 

“He led the Church’s response to IICSA , sitting through all three 
hearings. I know the enormous toll this took on him, but he always had 
the welfare of survivors at heart. I know the past year has been very 
difficult with his diagnosis and treatment for cancer. As with many 
others, I will continue to pray for Peter and Jane as they embark on 
retirement, that they will feel God’s great strength and love.” 

A farewell service for Bishop Peter is being planned for Pentecost, 
Saturday 22 May. Due to the restrictions likely to be still in place, details 
for this service are still being worked out and will be circulated in due 
course. 

The Bishop of Taunton, Rt Rev’d Ruth Worsley will continue to lead the 

diocese while discernment for a new Bishop of Bath and Wells begins. 
She said: “Bishop Peter has been a wonderful, warm and wise friend and 
colleague in the past five and a half years of ministry that we have 

shared together in Bath and Wells. I shall miss him terribly. Clearly it is 
with sadness that we hear the news that he will not be returning to 
minister as Bishop amongst us. However, his recovery and health are of 
greater importance at this time and our prayers continue for Peter, Jane 
and the whole family. May they know God’s hope, grace and joy as they 
step into the future.” 

An online message board is available for anyone who wishes to leave a  

farewell message for Bishop Peter and Jane. 
 

The Right Rev’d Peter Hancock—a brief biography 

Bishop Peter was born on the Isle of Wight and later moved with his 
family to Fareham, Hampshire. After studying at Cambridge, he trained 
for the ordained ministry in the Church of England at Oak Hill Theological 
College. He was ordained in 1980 and served his curacies at 
Christchurch, Portsdown and at Emmanuel Church, Radipole in the 
Diocese of Salisbury. He was vicar of St Wilfrid’s Cowplain, then 
Archdeacon of The Meon until he was consecrated as Bishop of 
Basingstoke in 2010. He was installed as Bishop of Bath and Wells in 
Wells Cathedral on 7 June 2014. 

Bishop Peter took over as lead Bishop for safeguarding in the Church of 
England in 2016 and served throughout the Independent Inquiry into 
Child Sexual Abuse’s investigation of the Church of England. 

He is married to Jane and they have four adult children and five 
grandchildren. 

 

https://padlet.com/bathwellscomms/ux82f54wqaog5rnj
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A Prayer  

Gracious and loving God, 

We give thanks for the ministry of Bishop Peter in this our Diocese of 
Bath and Wells: for his wise leadership, for his gentle pastoral care for 
all those entrusted to his charge, for his integrity and his faithfulness, 
and for all that he has given to so many over the past seven years. 

You have brought him through these challenging months of sickness and 
treatment, and we give thanks for strength recovered and for hope 
renewed.  

As we learn with deep sadness that he must lay aside his duties as our 
Bishop, we pray for Your blessing on him and Jane as they look to the 
future: enfold them in Your love, fill them with Your peace, and give 
them the strength they need to move through this time of transition and 

letting go. Give them the assurance that you will always hold them fast, 
that this time of loss may, through your grace, become a discovery of 
knowing You more deeply, serving You in new ways, and delighting in 
the life of their family.  

And we pray for our Diocese at this time, especially for Bishop Ruth, that 
you will give us patience and discernment as we seek the way forward, 
vision for the future, unity to support one another in uncertain times, 
and trust in your loving purposes for us all. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

A recent letter from Bishop Peter 

“As a vicar one thing I really enjoyed, even though it seemed to come 

round rather quickly, was writing the letter for the parish magazine. I 

know that not all parishes are able to produce a parish magazine and 
some find a website is a better way to communicate with people. 
However, I do still appreciate reading them when I can. So I would like 
to express my thanks to all those involved in writing, editing and 
producing parish magazines!  
They are often still an effective way to share what we are doing in our 
churches and to share with others the good news of the gospel.” 

He ended this letter with the following thought from which we can all 
draw inspiration: “One night recently when I was in hospital, unable to 
sleep and waiting for the dawn to break, I found myself singing the 

words of ‘One More Step Along the Way’ I Go which has the chorus:  
‘And it’s from the old I travel to the new, Keep me travelling along with 
you’. Maybe as we look to the future, with the joys and challenges that it 
will bring, that should be our prayer—Lord help us to travel with You 

wherever you may be leading.” 

With my warmest greetings, Bishop Peter 
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Churches Together in Somerset  

The theme for the Forum was Voices—all are equal in God's sight.  

The Annual General Meeting and Forum were held on zoom this year on 
4 March. We were encouraged to view the pandemic shutdown as an 
opportunity to ‘stop, think and focus’, to acknowledge the humanity of 

others and, in the deep places of our souls, pay close attention to how 
we engage with racial justice and issues of marginalisation.  

The theme for the Forum was Voices—all are equal in God's sight. A 
panel of three speakers addressed important topics of concern to all our 
churches, churches together groups and Local Ecumenical Partnerships. 
Anyone who would like to find out more about the work of Hidden 
Voices, or join the Linking Lives initiative to befriend those who are 
feeling lonely and isolated can contact sctogether@outlook.com or 

phone  01249 323475. The video on Loneliness prepared by Linking 
Lives UK can be accessed at  https://vimeo.com/502220134  

Bishop Ruth is taking over as Chair of Churches Together in Somerset 
and after six years’ dedicated work, Major Alan Dixon’s leading role will 
be taken over by Rev’d Jonathan Lloyd.   

Throughout 2021 the Diocesan Healing Advisory Group offers four 
opportunities for people to come together to reflect on the times we are 

living in and explore where healing is, can be and has been at work.  
 
The first session in February reflected on Healing in a World Turned 
Upside Down.  
 

The second session—Healing in a Time of Transition— in April 2021 will 
help us to think about the future, what we are learning during these 
times, and what we need to continue with our healing ministries. 
 

The third session will reconsider what brought us to the reasons why we 
are involved in healing ministries. For the final session, it is planned to 
hold a healing service in the Cathedral in the autumn, hopefully 
gathering in person, or online, as pandemic restrictions allow.   
 

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/event/healing-in-challenging-times/ 

mailto:sctogether@outlook.com
https://vimeo.com/502220134
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/event/healing-in-challenging-times/
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Fighting the pandemic of shame  

The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, 

Herts, and a former communications director for the CofE, considers 
the power of shame. 

When it comes to preaching the gospel to 21st century people should 
we be talking more about shame? And will the Covid pandemic change 
our thinking? 

For many years, the Church focused our gospel appeal around guilt, 
pointing out that men and women need to repent of their sins and turn 
to Christ. Which, of course, is perfectly true, but would our gospel 
message resonate better with today’s generations if we first helped to 

address a widespread feeling of shame, before looking to guilt? 

Guilt says ‘I did something wrong.’ Shame declares ‘I am profoundly 

wrong.’ That feeling of shame is one experienced by many today. It 
often underlies mental distress. 

Rebecca Winfrey, a theological and pastoral researcher for a 
homelessness charity, explains: “God is intimately concerned about 
relieving the shame of His people. Never has this been more relevant 
than in today’s culture, in which shame is rife and yet largely 
unrecognised.” 

In ‘The Cross and Shame’ (Grove Books), she says: “Shame is much 
bigger than guilt in most people’s concept of what is wrong with 
themselves.” 

There is concern that the Covid pandemic could worsen the situation, 

with people experiencing feelings of ‘shame’ for situations beyond their 

control, such as debt, redundancy or bankruptcy.  

Jesus showed people on the margins that they were worthy of love and 
being connected with wider society. In His interactions with the 
Samaritan woman at the well, with the tax collector Zacchaeus, or the 
woman accused of adultery, He shows compassion and affirms the 
dignity and worth of the individual—addressing their shame—before 
implying any guilt. 

Jesus’s death by public crucifixion was designed by the Romans to be 
painful, humiliating and shameful. Having been subjected to profound 

human shame, the resurrected Christ brings humankind salvation and 
redemption from shame’s dehumanising impact. 

In the Hebrew scriptures, Adam and Eve experience shame after they 
have eaten from the Tree of Life in Eden and clothe themselves with fig 
leaves. The Exodus is an account of the Jewish people being released 

from the shame of slavery into the freedom of their worth in God’s 
eyes. 

https://grovebooks.co.uk/products/p-160-the-cross-and-shame-speaking-of-atonement-to-a-shame-filled-society
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Paul writes to the Thessalonians of believers “sharing in the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” To the church in Ephesus, Paul writes that “we are 

God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do.” 

Rebecca Winfrey encourages church leaders to teach and model true 
humility, acknowledging their own struggles with shame, and doing all 
possible to ensure that churches are communities that care for people 
affected by shame.  

Confession of sin and repentance of our wrongdoings are vital parts of 
our Christian message, but maybe preachers and pastors could also be 
addressing the pandemic of shame in our society.  

Walking and talking 

by the Revd Tony Horsfall of Charis Training.   

During the pandemic, I have enjoyed walking. In many ways, getting 
out daily for a good walk has not only helped me physically, but also 
bolstered my mental well-being. Often, I have arranged to walk with a 
friend, and we have enjoyed good conversation and fellowship. 

Walking alone, I notice it seems further and takes longer. When you are 
walking and talking, you hardly notice the distance or the time. I am not 
usually able to think much when I am walking alone, but today the 
reminder came into my head of a saying: ‘If you want to go fast, go 
alone. If you want to go far, go together.'  

It made me thankful for all the friends who have encouraged me this 

year and helped me to keep going. We can walk alone, and sometimes 
that's a good thing; but it is easier to be able to walk through life with 

others. Who has walked with you this year? Do they know that you 
appreciate their companionship on the journey?  

More details at: www. Charistraining.co.uk   
 

 

The Way 
Come, still your hearts, let troubles go 
For you believe in Me, 
And I am with you, I will show 
The way ahead of thee. 

  
My Father’s house has many rooms 
You know my words are so! 
My Spirit and my Word illumes 
The way that you shall go. 
  
I am the Way, the Truth, the Life! 
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From Christ Church School 
by Rupert Kaye, Headteacher 

 

  

 Bringing Bible stories to life 
Open the Book (OtB) is a national project in which 
adult volunteers from churches visit their local 

schools to act out Bible stories during Collective Worship assemblies. 
OtB was founded in Bedford in 1999, but is now part of the Bible 
Society and operates in more than 3,000 schools across England and 
Wales.  

Here in the Benefice of Christ Church with St Mary’s in Frome, our 
enthusiastic OtB team—Alan, Ann, Diane, Pauline, Sue and Revd Liz—

have moved this ministry online so that children and school staff can 

access these Bible stories whenever and wherever they choose.  

Bogus beards and biblical truths 

Each dramatic retelling is enlivened with props, false 
beards and costumes, designed to capture children’s 
interest and help them to relate key messages to their 
own life experiences and youthful spiritual journey. 
Every session links to the school’s core Christian 
values and includes a prayer. From time to time, the 
storytellers also sing a song. 

OtB follows a three-year rolling programme which is based on the Lion 

Storyteller Bible and is designed to offer ‘greatest hits’ of essential 
biblical characters, stories and teaching.  

At the time of writing, the homepage of Christ Church CofE First School 

and Nursery includes links to six classic Bible stories suitable for 
children (and adults) of all ages:  

The birth of baby Jesus (Christmas)  

Three wise men visit Jesus (Epiphany)  

Jesus is baptised by John 

Jesus calls the fishermen to be his disciples  

Jesus calms the storm on the lake  

Jesus and the marvellous picnic 



11 

11 

Children’s reflections  

We asked Christ Church pupils to 

share their reflections on these 
Bible stories. This is what they 
said: 

The story about baby Jesus shows 
us that Christmas is Good News 
about God’s love for us. 

The Epiphany story about three 
wise people tells me that the mean 
king’s plan couldn’t spoil God’s 
promise to send the special king. 
And that king is Jesus!  

The story about John the Baptist 
baptising Jesus showed me that no 
one is perfect and we need to say 

sorry. People went to John to be 
baptised in the River Jordan 
because they wanted to be 
forgiven. 

I think John the Baptist was special 
because he ate locusts, and he did 
what Jesus asked him to do. John 
the Baptist realised Jesus was 

special. Father God was proud of 
esus and showed respect to Jesus 
by sending a dove. 

The story 
about Peter 

and the 

fishermen 
tells me that 
Jesus was 
good at 
choosing 
new friends. I think I would like 
fishermen to be my friends 
because we could catch lots of fish 
and Jesus would tell us stories all 
the time. 

The story about Jesus calming the 

storm was amazing. He just told 
the storm off and it went away. 

When I am worried or afraid I 
know that God is always in charge 
of the weather. 

When Jesus feeds 5,000 people 
with a little bit of fish and a small 
amount of bread, it tells us that we 
should share what we have and we 
should feed poor people.  

 

 

 

 

Would you like to join the team? 

Bringing God’s Word to a new generation is a 

wonderful privilege. It’s also fun, it’s easy and 
it’s rewarding.  

If you’re excited about sharing Bible stories 

with school children and like the idea of 
dressing up in costume to act the part, please 
contact Rev’d Liz Dudley for details.  

As an Open the Book Storyteller you will be joining more than 17,000 
volunteers all over England and Wales doing the same thing. 
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‘The Day Thou Gavest Lord is Ended’ 

This hymn was written by the Reverend John Ellerton in 1870, 

reportedly inspired by the beauty of the night sky that he noticed whilst 

walking home after teaching classes at the Mechanics Institute.  

The tune usually used is ‘St Clements’, credited to Clement Cotterill 
Scholefield, who was also a vicar. It is the official hymn of the Royal 
Navy and very popular generally, coming very high in the BBC Songs of 
Praise poll more than once!  

This hymn is one which I have liked since I was very young: I really feel 
that it’s sort of ‘a part of me’. It has strong and happy associations with 
my Mum. It was one of her favourites too and my first singing of it 
would have been with her—quite possibly at a Women’s World Day of 
Prayer service.  

I love the tune, although I’m not able to expand on that, and the hymn 
somehow puts me in mind of a village parish church on a summer 
evening. The theme of the hymn is both comforting and joyous—the 
idea that as evening falls and the singing of praise in one part of the 

world fades away, it is taken up by a different set of people so that 
praise of God carries on indefinitely, as does God’s love and power.  

There are some lovely phrases: ‘The sun that bids us rest is waking our 
brethren ’neath the western sky,’ is perhaps my favourite, and then the 
last verse really says it all: 

‘So be it, Lord! Thy throne shall never, 

Like earth's proud empires, pass away; 

Thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever, 

Till all Thy creatures own Thy sway.’ 
 

This is a hymn which at the same time makes me smile and catches my 
throat and I think it will always remain one of my most loved ones. 

               Allie Penn 

Can it be Easter already? 

Can it be Easter already? 

Can that be really so? 
The carols and the Christmas tree 

Don’t seem that long ago! 

Can it be Easter already? 
Do April showers splash? 
The weeks gone by since  
Christmas day 
Have gone in just a flash! 

  
Can it be Easter already? 

The time of Lent has passed 
The forty days and forty nights 

Went by so very fast. 
If it is Easter already, 
That time has sped away. 
Perhaps it’s time to ponder,  
And savour every day! 
 

    by Nigel Beeton 
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Come, risen Lord, 

and deign to be 
our guest 

by Rev’d Michael Burgess 

I like the story of the vestry 

noticeboard of a church in 

Hampshire: after a Holy 
Week performance of 

Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’, the 
choirmaster wrote: ‘The 

Crucifixion—well done, 

everyone!’ Later that day, 
someone added, ‘The 

Resurrection—well done, 

God!’  

For the two disciples treading the road to Emmaus, there was no sense 
of victory and celebration. They were numb with the sense of loss and 
failure. They had seen their Lord tried and crucified. As Luke recounts 
that walk in his Gospel, he shows how it began with absence and loss, 
but journeyed to presence. It was a road that took the disciples from 
blindness and despair to sight and insight. They talked over past events 
with the stranger who joined them. Luke uses ten different Greek 
words to describe that conversation—all stages in understanding. When 
they share a meal with the stranger, who becomes the host, taking the 
bread and giving thanks, understanding becomes vision and insight. 

That meal is the theme of Caravaggio’s painting of 1601, ‘The Supper 
at Emmaus.’ Caravaggio’s paintings, as well as his lifestyle, shocked 
and provoked comment. This portrayal of Jesus with a plump, youthful 

face and his depiction of the apostles as ordinary labourers upset 
church authorities. But Caravaggio was trying to show Him in the new 
likeness of Resurrection—an Easter image of our Lord. The light from 
that Easter Jesus fills the scene as the two disciples look on, astonished 
and finally understanding.  

Look at the outstretched hand of Jesus, the elbow of one disciple and 
the left hand of the other: they are being projected into our world. The 

basket of apples, figs and grapes, symbols of the fall and the Eucharist, 
is about to topple off the table and into our laps. It is an Easter 
encounter two thousand years ago, reaching out to us through light 
and shade and the skill of the artist. The doors are not shut to us. 
Caravaggio shows how that special moment of encounter for the two 
disciples can reach out to enter our world. He shows the hand of the 
risen Lord beckoning us to step into that Easter world of sacrament and 

new life. 

‘Supper at Emmaus’ by Caravaggio  
hangs in the National Gallery 
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Prayer Diary for April 2021 

1 Thurs Rev’d Liz and her family / Wisdom over the development of 
Frome / Peace in the Middle East  

2 Fri Clergy who assist in the Benefice / Other churches in Frome /  
Remembrance of Christ’s Passion and Death 

3 Sat Churchwardens and PCC / Those struggling with debt and 
long-term unemployment. / Those who have recently died 

4 Sun All those recently baptised / HOPEFrome / Thanksgiving for 
Christ’s Resurrection  

5 Mon Sacristans and Servers / Rest for clergy following Easter /  
All those ill with, or adversely affected by coronavirus  

6 Tues Readers and Intercessors / Caroline Walker Our Area Dean  / 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York  

7 Wed New Prayer and Study Group / Mells First School. /  
The NHS and Key Workers  

8 Thurs Choir and Organists  / All who use Frome Community  
College / Issues surrounding ‘Black Lives Matter’ 

9 Fri Christ Church School and Nursery / The people of  
Rabka-Zdroj / Prisoners of conscience and belief 

10 Sat Sides Persons and Chalice Bearers / Bath & Wells Diocese 
and  Bishops / Our Government and Parliament  

11 Sun All who worship at Christ Church and St Mary’s / Youth Work 
in Frome /  Those awaiting vaccinations worldwide  

12 Mon All those recently married / School communities re-adjusting 
after lockdown / Afghanistan and Syria  

13 Tues Mothers’ Union  / Inner Wheel / Goodwill Children’s Homes 
(India) 

14 Wed Church Outreach / Dorothy House / Papyrus (Prevention of 
Young Suicide)  
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15 Thurs Those who organise social activities  / Frome Community  
Hospital staff and patients / The Armed Forces stationed 
abroad and their families back home    

16 Fri Those who are ill or infirm  / Pepperbox Nursery  /  
The situation in Yemen  

17 Sat Mothers’ Union  / Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY) /  
Migrants and refugees  

18 Sun Pastoral Workers / The Farming Community  / ‘Mind’  

19 Mon Needleworkers / Mayor and Local Council /  
South Sudan and Nigeria  

20 Tues Flower Arrangers /Frome Medical Practice and Frome  
Community Hospital /Victims of oppression and violence  

21 Wed Rainbows and guides / The homeless and those living on 
the streets / The Queen and the Royal Family  

22 Thurs All who visit Christ Church and St Mary’s / Christian heal-
ing ministry in Frome / Those affected by natural disasters  

23 Fri Our work with young people / Deanery Synod.  /  
The Church and People of England  

24 Sat The Garden Nursery / Our local MP /  
Food crises, specially in Africa  

25 Sun The elderly and housebound  / Frome Talking Newspa-
per / Thanksgiving for Mark and his Gospel  

26 Mon All who tend the church buildings and grounds /  
Those using Food Banks  /  Zambia Link  

27 Tues The Magazine Team / Alzheimer’s sufferers   /  
Religious Orders in Britain  

28 Wed Those recently bereaved / Rode First School  /  

Aid and Relief Workers 

29 Thurs Those in administrative roles / Catherine House Care 
Home / The Children’s Society  

30 Fri Church Hall Users  / Funeral Directors / Those unknown to 
us who need our prayers  
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Jesus’ appearances  

after His Resurrection 

 

The following list of witnesses may help put the references in order 

Mary Magdalene     Mark 16:9-11; John 20:10-18 

Other women at the tomb   Matthew 28:8-10 

Peter in Jerusalem     Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5 

Two travellers on the road   Mark 16:12,13 

10 disciples—behind closed    Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43;  
doors        John 20:19-25 

11 disciples with Thomas   John 20:26-31; 1 Corinthians 15:5 

7 disciples while fishing    John 21:1-14 

11 disciples on the mountain  Matthew 28:16-20 

A crowd of 500      1 Corinthians 15:6 

Jesus’ brother – James    1 Corinthians 15:7 

Those who saw the Ascension  Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:3-8 
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Saint Augustine of Hippo 

This is the great Church father who tends to be remembered primarily for 

his plea to be made chaste, but not just yet. However there is far more to 

him than that. 

He was a North African, born in 354AD, in Thagaste, in modern day 

Algeria. After university at Carthage, he went to Rome and eventually 

Milan as a professor of Rhetoric. Whilst in Milan he encountered the 

bishop, Ambrose. Having been a Manichee, then been interested in Neo 

Platonism, he drifted closer to Christianity. Eventually he embraced it 

wholeheartedly. Returning to North Africa, he established a small 

community of like-minded friends who wished for a life of contemplation. 

But this life of contemplation and religious reflection was to be disturbed.  

  He found himself, prompted by public acclamation,    

elected as Bishop of Hippo, a post he would remain 

in for 34 years. 

  Religious controversy was a constant feature of the 

church at this time. The particular controversy that 

came to occupy much of Augustine`s thought and 

time was that created by Pelagius` view of sin. 

 Augustine believed that man was inherently    

imperfect and therefore could not help but sin.  

Pelagius’s view, however, was that man had the ability to be perfect and 

he had an obligation to fulfil such perfection. Pelagius’s belief can be seen 

as placing an almost intolerable burden on mankind. Augustine realised 

that man could not cope with such sustained pressure. The debate raged 

for many years and eventually Augustine’s view prevailed. It was 

probably the biggest theological challenge he ever faced. 

In AD 430, he lay dying as the city of Hippo was besieged by the Vandals. 

So much has been written about him that it would almost be a life’s work 

to read it all. To me there is one saying of his which is always well worth 

reflecting on—“Tell me the cause why we do evil.” 

Further reading – ‘Augustine of Hippo’ by Peter Brown. 

 

             Elizabeth John 
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Across 

  1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  

  4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 
Across (John 20:24) (6)  

  8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — 
hands, I will not believe it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)  

  9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn 
the scroll containing Jeremiah’s message  
(Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  

 10 Baptist minister and controversial 
founder of America’s Moral Majority,  
Jerry — (7)  

 11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be 
baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  

 12 Repossessed (Gen 14:16) (9)  

 17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last 
journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 

 19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face 
was — because he had spoken 
with the Lord’ (Ex 34:29) (7) 

 21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-
man, half-horse (7) 

 22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 

 23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so 
he was added to the — apostles’ 
(Acts 1:26) (6) 
 24 ‘I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in — and you 
came to visit me’ (Matthew 
25:36) (6) 
Down 

 1   Coastal rockfaces  
(Psalm 141:6) (6)   
  2 Academic  
(1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 

  3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
  5 For example, the Crusades (4,3) 

  6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  

  7 He reps (anag.) (6)  

  9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 

 13 Man who asked the question in 11 
Across was in charge of all her treasury 
(Acts 8:27) (7) 

 14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, 
sincere, not indulging in much wine’ (1 
Timothy 3:8) (7)  

 15 The human mind or soul (6)  

 16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, 
the tools of war increase; their bread is — ’ 
(Graham Kendrick) (6) 

 18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you 
did not — ’  (Matthew 11:17) (5)  

 20 Bared (anag.) (5) 

Crossword April 2021 
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Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! hallelujah! April brings us to Easter, 
to the crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, triumphant 
highlight of the Christian year.  

Wordsearch 

Passover 

bread 

wine 

body 

blood 

Betrayal 

 

Jerusalem 

Pilate 

Judas 

Gethsemane 

trial 

crucifixion 

 

soldiers 

cross 

nails 

vinegar 

temple 

curtain 

 

tomb 

angel 

stone 

risen 

gardener 

Mary 

Answers 
Across: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delilah. 10, Falwell.  11, Water.  

12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.  22, Broil. 23, Eleven.  

24, Prison.  

Down: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist. 7, Sphere.  

9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche. 16, Stolen. 18, Dance.  

20, Debar. 
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Forthcoming features 
Marriage in May 

All being equal, we hope this summer Christ 
Church and St Mary’s will again be filled with 
people coming together to celebrate their 
weddings and baptisms, as well as meeting to 
remember those who have passed on.  

Christ Church and St Mary’s are much valued 
traditional wedding venues in Frome. At St 
Mary’s, the church and hall are linked and 
there is ample off-road parking. Both have 

wonderful outdoor spaces with picturesque 
backdrops for memorable photographs. St 

Mary’s offers wide scope for versatile catering 
and Christ Church, famous for its acoustics, 
choir and organ, stands alone, but has a hall a 
few steps away which can be booked for receptions.  

Bookings for weddings, baptisms, funerals and memorial services are 
welcome: admin@christchurch-stmarys-frome.co.uk / 07407 107423  

June—history and remembrance 

The June issue will offer information about events taking place in the 
church during the Frome Festival in July and highlights of our history. 
We’d like to share memories of those who have served in the benefice 
and those who lie at rest in the cemeteries and Garden of 

Remembrance. We hold them in our prayers. 

July—summertime and a churchyard walk 

An afternoon walk is planned on Saturday, 10 July 2021, to four of the 
churchyards of Frome—Holy Trinity, Dissenters, Christ Church and St 
John’s will be open to visitors from 2 to 4.30pm. They all have 
fascinating features and histories, interesting lichens and plant species 
and many offer wildlife habitats, like old stone walls.    

A new regular feature—favourite hymns 

Join us in sharing your memories and thoughts about a hymn that has 
particular meaning for you! In this issue, it is ’The Day Thou Gavest, 
Lord, is Ended’. In May, by chance, two parishioners wrote about 

Lourdes and singing Bob Gillman’s hymn ’Bind Us Together, Lord’. 

Faith and inspiration—Books—Plants—Biodiversity—History—Art 
Churches and tradition ...  

This is your magazine—contributions are welcome. 
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Wordsearch solutions April 2021 

Marcus Aurelius 
Stoic philosopher and Emperor of Rome 

Some 1900 years ago, on 26 April 121, Marcus Aurelius, Emperor of 
Rome (161-180 AD) and Stoic philosopher, was born. He was the last 
of the rulers known as the Five Good Emperors, and the last emperor 
of the Pax Romana, an age of relative peace and stability for the 
Roman Empire. 

He had been marked out as a future emperor at the age of 17, being 
related to several prominent establishment families, but he actually 
ascended to the position when he was in his 40th year.  

His biggest interest was Stoicism, which emphasised fate, reason and 
self-restraint, and his works are still read. But he was not a great 
innovator, and at his death the Roman Empire was in deep crisis, both 

militarily and from a devastating plague. 

Marcus had cleared away much of the harshness and anomalies in 
Roman law, but he disliked Christians. He did not initiate persecution, 
but he did nothing to stop it, and it seems that Christian blood flowed 
freely during his reign. On his death he was deified by the Senate. 

Philosophically, he had spiritual virtues. He said: “Waste no more time 
arguing about what a good man should be. Be one.”  
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April readings 
    Morning prayers Evening prayers 

1 Thurs Psalm 42 Psalm 39 

    Leviticus 16 v 2-24 Exodus 11 

    Luke 23 v 1-25 Ephesians 2 v 1-18 

2 Fri Psalm 69 Psalm 130 

    Genesis 22 v 1-18 Lamentations 5 v 15-end 

    Hebrews 10 v 1-10 John 19 v 38-end 

3 Sat Psalm 142 Psalm 116 

    Hosea 6 v 1-6 Job 19 v 21-27 

   John 2 v 18-22 1 John 5 v 5-12 

4 Sun Psalm 114 Psalm 105 

    Genesis 1 v 1-5, 26-end Ezekiel 39 v 1-14 

    2 Corinthians 5 v 14- 6.2 Luke 24 v 13-35 

5 Mon Psalm 111 Psalm 135 

    Song of Solomon 1 v 9-2.7 Exodus 12 v 1-14 

    Mark 16 v 1-8 1 Corinthians 15 v 1-11 

6 Tues Psalm 112 Psalm 136 

    Song of Solomon 2 v 8-end Exodus 12 v 14-36 

    Luke 24 v 1-12 1 Corinthians 15 v 12-19 

7 Wed Psalm 113 Psalm 105 

    Song of Solomon 3 Exodus 12 v 37-end 

    Matthew 28 v 16-end 1 Corinthians 15 v 20-28 

8 Thurs Psalm 114 Psalm 106 

    Song of Solomon 5 v 2-6 v 3 Exodus 13 v 1-16 

   Luke 7 v 11-17 1 Corinthians 15 v 29-34 

9 Fri Psalm 115 Psalm 107 

    Song of Solomon 7 v 10 – 8 v 

4 

Exodus 13 v 17- 14 v 14 

    Luke 8 v 41-end 1 Corinthians 15 v 35-50 

10 Sat Psalm 116 Psalm 145 

    Song of Solomon 8 v 5-7 Exodus 14 15-end 

    John 11 v 17-44 1 Corinthians 15 v 51-end 
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11 Sun Psalm 22 v 20-end Psalm 143 v 1-11 

    Isaiah 53 v 6-12 Isaiah 26 v 1-9, 19 

    Romans 4 v 13-25 Luke 24 v 1-12 

12 Mon Psalm 19 Psalm 139 

    Deuteronomy 1 v 3-18 Exodus 15 v 1-21 

    John 20 v 1-10 Colossians 1 v 1-14 

13 Tues Psalm 8 Psalm 104 

    Deuteronomy 1 v 19-40 Exodus 15 v 22 – 16 v 10 

    John 20 v 11-18 Colossians 1 v 15-end 

14 Wed Psalm 30 Psalm 33 

    Deuteronomy 3 v 18-end Exodus 

    John 20 v 19-end Colossians 2 v 1-15 

15 Thurs Psalm 28 Psalm 34 

    Deuteronomy 4 v 1-14 Exodus 147 

    John 21 v 1-14 Colossians 2 v 16 – 3 v 11 

16 Fri Psalm 61 Psalm 118 

    Deuteronomy 4 v 15-31 Exodus 18 v 1-12 

    John 21 v 15-19 Colossians 3 v 12 – 4 v 1 

17 Sat Psalm 84 Psalm 66 

    Deuteronomy 4 V 32-40 Exodus 18 v 13-end 

    John 21 v 20-end Colossians 4 v 2-end 

18 Sun Psalm 77 Psalm 142 

    Isaiah 63 v 7-15 Deuteronomy 7 v 7-13 

    1 Corinthians 10 v 1-13 Revelation 2 v 19-end 

19 Mon Psalm 96 Psalm 61 

    Deuteronomy 5 v 1-22 Exodus 19 

    Ephesians 1 v 1-14 Luke 1 v 1-25 

20 Tues Psalm 98 Psalm 71 

    Deuteronomy 5 v 22-end Exodus 20 v 1-21 

    Ephesians 1 v 15-end Luke 1 v 26-38 

21 Wed Psalm 105 Psalm 72 

    Deuteronomy 6 

Ephesians 2 v 1-10 

Exodus 24 

Luke 1 v 39-56 
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    April readings (ctd)  

22 Thurs Psalm 136 Psalm 73 

    Deuteronomy 7 v 1-11 Exodus 25 v 1-22 

    Ephesians 2 v 11-end Luke 1 v 57-end 

23 Fri Psalm 5 Psalm 3 

    Joshua 1 v 1-9 Isaiah 43 v 1-7 

    Ephesians 6 v 10-20 John 15 v 1-8 

24 Sat Psalm 110 Psalm 27 

   Deuteronomy 8 Exodus 29 v 1-9 

    Ephesians 3 v 14-end Luke 2 v 21-40 

25 Sun Psalm 119 Psalm 81 v 8-16 

    Nehemiah 7 v 73b-8 v 12 Exodus 16 v 4-15 

    Luke 24 v 25-32 Revelation 2 v 12-17 

26 Mon Psalm 37 v 23-end Psalm 45 

    Isaiah 62 v 6-10 Ezekiel 1 v 4-14 

    Act 12 v 25-13 v 13 2 Timothy 4 v 1-11 

27 Tues Psalm 139 Psalm 116 

    Deuteronomy 9 v 23-10 v 5 Exodus 32 v 15-34 

    Ephesians 4 v 17-end Luke 3 v 1-14 

28 Wed Psalm 135 Psalm 47 

    Deuteronomy 10 v 12-end Exodus 33 

    Ephesians 5 v 1-14 Luke 3 v 15-22 

29 Thurs Psalm 118 Psalm 85 

    Deuteronomy 11 v 8-end Exodus 34 v 1-10, 27-end 

    Ephesians 5 v 15-end Luke 4 v 1-13 

30 Fri Psalm 33 Psalm 36 

    Deuteronomy 12 v 1-14 Exodus 35 v 20-36 v 7 

    Ephesians 6 v 1-9 Luke 4 v 14-30 
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100 years of the Parochial Church Council 

Parish churches gained the power to run their own affairs separately 

from what we now regard as local government a hundred years ago. 
The religious affairs of a parish, as well as its secular business, had 

been controlled by a single committee, which met in the church and was 
known as the ‘Vestry’.  

In 1894, Parish Councils were formed to deal with secular matters; the 
Vestry continued to oversee church affairs until 1921, when Parochial 
Church Councils (PCC) were established. People still get confused by the 
two. 

Churchwardens have been around since the 13th Century and legally 

‘own’ the movable contents of the church. They are meant to maintain 
order in the church and churchyard, with the assistance of their staves, 

if necessary. In the event of serious disorder today, a mobile phone 
might be a safer instrument, with staves reserved for ceremonial 
occasions!  Churchwardens are now chosen by parishioners, although 
the Incumbent, as in Vicar or Rector, has a limited right of veto. 

The Electoral Roll (ER) of the church is separate from the secular ER and 
if you are on the church ER, you can attend the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting, which elects the PCC. The Incumbent is an ex officio member, 
as are other licensed clergy and Churchwardens, members of the 
Deanery Synod, plus any member of the Diocesan Synod and General 
Synod who lives in the parish or is on the Roll. The Incumbent chairs 
the PCC, which elects a Vice-Chair and appoints a Standing Committee 

to transact business between meetings.  

The purpose of a PCC, which must meet at least four times a year, is to 
consult together with the Incumbent “on matters of general concern and 
importance to the parish”, and that includes the “whole mission of the 
Church”. Did you know that changes to the forms of service, or the 
vesture or the minister, can only happen after consultation?   

Inevitably, money and building maintenance take up a lot of room on 
the Agenda, though we all appreciate that they are less important than 
mission. It’s a real challenge for every PCC member to pray for non-
churchgoing parishioners and to find imaginative ways of introducing 
them to Christ and His Church. 

If you’ve got this far and are a member of your PCC—congratulations, 
you are a hundred years old this year! 
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Celebrate celandines 

Road verges are in the news again. Seven 
out of 10 councils are making efforts to 
encourage wild flowers on road verges, 38 
are expanding and 21 have plans for 2021 
and beyond. Read the full story here  

To sign up or watch the Spring into Action: 

the recording is now available to watch 
online—find out about the campaign, the 
importance of verges, and top tips on how 
you can get involved to save wild flowers on 

road verges.  

Plants please 

Hyacinth mania 

I love hyacinths, don’t you? No other flower gives us such fragrance and 
beauty at the very beginning of spring when we most need a reminder 
of sunny days ahead. They evolved from just the one wild species 
growing from 800 to 1,000 metres in the hills at the border of Iran, 
Iraq, Syria and Turkey. The Romans must have brought them to Europe 
because there is a sub-species which grows on the Mediterranean coast 
of France. How did hyacinths get from the Levant to there, unless they 
were taken as bulbs by the Romans and gone feral? 

The first recorded introduction of hyacinths to Europe was by the 
Flemish Botanist Carolus Clusius, who was appointed Prefect of the 
imperial gardens in Vienna in 1573. Ferdinand II’s ambassador to 
Turkey was Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecq who brought back tulips, 

crocuses, cyclamen and hyacinths to the palace gardens—all the bulbs 
from the Levant. Unfortunately Ferdinand died 
that year, but Clusius got a job at the botanic 
garden in Leyden and took the bulbs with him. 
That was the start of the Dutch bulb industry. 

A hundred years after ‘tulip mania’, a similar 
enthusiasm for hyacinths was started by a 
Scottish horticulturalist, Peter Voorhelm. Alan 

Shipp is Britain’s Custodian of the National 
Collection of Hyacinths. He cultivates 243 
different varieties near Cambridge; it is the 
world’s largest collection and he calls it a 
‘hobby’, but he’s saved more than a hundred 
varieties of hyacinths from extinction.  

https://plantlife.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6387c261b542b56fc9cdf7726&id=a24a8a06c3&e=93a4cc88d4
https://plantlife.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6387c261b542b56fc9cdf7726&id=3fe032526d&e=93a4cc88d4
https://plantlife.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6387c261b542b56fc9cdf7726&id=3fe032526d&e=93a4cc88d4
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Jane’s recipes 

Well actually Sarah’s! 

Lemon and chicken rice 

This was given me by daughter Sarah, and she says it 
is brilliant when you have someone coming over for 
supper. When you get home from work, put it in the 
oven and leave it while you have a shower and get 
organised before they come and then you have a lovely meal that 
only needs a veg or salad with it. Serves two—easy to double up.  

The only thing I have changed is that I grease the oven tin before I 
put the ingredients in as it makes washing up easier. 

8oz long grain rice     Seasoning 

Juice and rind of 1 lemon   1 Tablespoon fresh parsley 

1 Clove garlic      2 Chicken pieces – skinned 

Small knob butter     1 pint chicken stock 

Heat Oven Gas 4 (180C). Mix rice, lemon rind, parsley and garlic and 
season in a large bowl—Tip into a lightly oiled large roasting tin. 

Spread butter over chicken pieces. Sprinkle with salt and pepper. 
Press firmly into bed of rice. 

Mix together lemon juice and stock and pour that over the rice and 
chicken. Cover with foil and bake for 1 hour, until chicken is cooked 
through and the rice is tender.  Serve with salad or a green veg. 

Discover associations 

Explore Medieval manuscript margins, 
church architecture, vestments, 
hangings and tapestry with new eyes. 
Consider how the behaviour of insects 
and animals complements the flowers.  

 

 

 

 

A good example is that of butterflies, which are often 
associated with red carnations. Butterflies  emerge 
from their tomb-like chrysalis with wings that take 
them heavenward. so they represent the 
reincarnation of Christ from which the carnation took 
its name. 
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Squeaking Cleopatras 

A thoughtful book by Joy Leslie Gibson takes its 

title from Cleopatra’s expression of horror at the 
idea of being paraded in a Roman triumph. It is 

about the boy actors in London during the 
sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries and it 
is generally thought Shakespeare knew talented 
and sufficiently competent young actors to play 
the demanding parts he wrote for female roles. 

Childhood as we think of it today owes 
enormously to the influence of the Romantic 

Movement at the end of the eighteenth century. 
Sixteenth century children were not the 

innocents of the pre Freudian age. There wasn’t 
much of adult life that children did not see, hear, 
and know about. All children wore skirts until 
they were seven when the boys were formally 
breeched and their adult life would begin with 
school or work.  

A boy with a good treble voice could be enrolled in one of the choir 
schools whose direct descendants we can still see and hear today. A boy 
chorister in either the St Paul’s choir or the Chapel Royal would have the 
advantages of an apprentice with three hours’ schooling a day to provide 
for him should his adult voice not be of service to the choir. As with the 
grammar school education which Shakespeare had, the choirboys would 

be expected to act in Latin and Greek plays.  

The boys’ choir of the Chapel Royal, also known as the Children of the 
Revels, sang for divine service, but also took part in court 
entertainments, and travelled with the court. The Queen was particularly 
fond of music as well as of the theatre and the professional standard of 
performances was very high. By the late sixteenth century, with well-
known playwrights writing for them, the boys playing female roles also 
had to dance, learn to breathe like a professional opera singer and 
project their voices to the top galleries! 

Joy Leslie Gibson advances the theory that 

Shakespeare’s writing for the boys playing female 
characters was certainly demanding, but differs from 
what was given to mature male actors in that much 
more breathing space is permitted the boys. Her book 

offers a fascinating insight into tradition and our rich 
cultural history—it is entertaining on many levels. 

 

In defence of  

bookworms 
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Domesticare
Tel: 01373 467351

Domestic Appliance Sales

Spares & Repair Service

Competitive Rates

21, Keyford, Frome


